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Mayor Vadim Germanov 
City of Cherepovets 
2, Pr. Stroiteley, 162600 
Cherepovets, Vologda Oblast, Russia 
 
Dear Mayor Germanov, 
 
As you may know, Cherepovets is the sister city of my town, Montclair, New 
Jersey.  I am writing to convey that I am deeply disturbed by Vladamir Putin’s 
callous and unwarranted war of aggression against Ukraine.  Everyday Russians, 
including your constituents, should not have to suffer the consequences of 
needless conflict brought on by your national government, nor should countless 
Ukrainians lose their freedom and their lives. 
 
Given Montclair’s designation of sister city, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
remind you of the history of this relationship.  Montclair and Cherepovets became 
sister cities in the 1990’s.  The relationship was founded on the principle of an open 
exchange of ideas in the global community.  As your country emerged from Soviet 
rule, Montclair provided support as the promise of democracy began to take root 
in Russia. 
 
Unfortunately, it appears that democracy and the free exchange of ideas have 
been all but crushed by the actions of Mr. Putin.  My thoughts are with the 
Ukrainian people and everyday Russian citizens.  I cannot, however, in good 
conscience continue to support a symbolic relationship among our local 
governments as long as Russia continues its invasion of Ukraine.  That is why I 
am writing you to notify you that I am beginning the work of withdrawing from our 
relationship as sister cities.  
 
Montclair will proudly stand against tyranny and fascism wherever it may rear its 
head.  We will support all who join us in fostering democratic values and human 
rights.   I hope that you will commit to nurturing democracy in your country and am 
happy to help in that endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Sean M. Spiller 
Mayor ✺ Township of Montclair 


