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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 The Montclair Connection 
 

“Montclair put Buzz on the moon.” 
— Buzz Aldrin 

 

From the moment Dr. Edwin Eugene “Buzz” Aldrin, Jr. became one of the first humans to travel 

into space, walk on the moon’s surface, and return to earth, there has been constant attention, 

endless fascination, and infinite interest in his life, history, and unprecedented accomplishments. 

When asked about his spectacular successes, Buzz Aldrin has consistently credited them to his 

childhood upbringing, educational experiences, and formative years spent living in Montclair, NJ. 
 

Buzz Aldrin’s missions have taken him very far away from his hometown but Montclair has always 

enthusiastically embraced and celebrated its most famous resident over the years, with a “Return 

From The Moon” parade and “Buzz Aldrin Day” on September 6, 1969, and most recently on 

September 16, 2016, with the renaming of Mount Hebron Middle School as “Buzz Aldrin Middle 

School,” the first school in New Jersey to be named after Buzz Aldrin and the third nationwide, 

after Aldrin Elementary School in Schaumburg, IL and Aldrin Elementary School in Reston, VA. 
 

            
 

“This town will make Buzz Aldrin Middle School the best school and make me proud.” 

— Buzz Aldrin, September 16, 2016 
 

Only a dozen humans have ever stepped out of a spacecraft and onto the surface of another 

world, and two-thirds of them are gone now, including Buzz Aldrin’s Apollo 11 partner Neil 

Armstrong, although their legacies remain preserved and perpetuated for future generations. Over 

the decades, the artifacts, documents, and discoveries of Buzz Aldrin’s aerospace colleagues have 

been carefully collected, catalogued, and curated for posterity in museums, interpretive centers, 

and historic homesteads across the United States, including Neil Armstrong’s Armstrong Air & 

Space Museum in Wapakoneta, OH (https://www.armstrongmuseum.org/), John Glenn’s 

John & Annie Glenn Museum in New Concord, OH 

(http://johnandannieglennmuseum.org/), Gus Grissom’s Grissom Air Museum in Mitchell, 

IN (https://www.grissomairmuseum.com/), and Alan Shepard’s McAuliffe-Shepard 

Discovery Center (https://www.starhop.com/) in Concord, NH. However, Buzz Aldrin still 

stands alone as the only internationally celebrated astronaut from this era who does not yet have 

a specifically designated namesake museum or historic homestead dedicated to his achievements. 

1 

https://www.armstrongmuseum.org/
http://johnandannieglennmuseum.org/
https://www.grissomairmuseum.com/
https://www.starhop.com/


 

4 

 

 

This project has been voluntarily initiated by me for the purpose of acquiring Buzz Aldrin’s 

childhood home at 25 Princeton Place in Montclair, NJ and creating a museum, interpretive center, 

and historic site devoted to documenting and displaying Buzz Aldrin’s artifacts and documents, as well 

as presenting his inspiring achievements to audiences of all ages in an informal learning center environment. 
 

This proposal provides a holistic blueprint and actionable pathway for the creation of a new 

institution, as well as a sustainable long-term museum vision. It is the product of one year’s work, 

beginning on July 20, 2019 at Montclair Township’s Apollo 11 Moon Landing 50th anniversary 

celebration (https://baristanet.com/2019/07/montclair-celebrates-50th-anniversary-of-

the-apollo-11-moon-landing-video/), which I co-organized while also serving as master of 

ceremonies. Since then, I have been researching the Museum’s proposed location, developing its 

proposed narrative and structure, and discussing the project with government agencies, 

community leaders, preservation specialists, as well as potentially interested donors and sponsors. 
 

My suitability for developing this proposal, and qualifications for guiding this project, include a 

25-year career directing publicity and fundraising for world-class museums, leading libraries, and 

top universities (https://www.linkedin.com/in/ilmar-vanderer-a053122/). I have a lengthy, 

proven track record of successful results in building brand visibility, shaping public opinion, and 

growing institutional revenue, and expertise in all areas of philanthropy including cause advocacy, 

capital campaigns, organizational development, donor cultivation, and community engagement. 
 

As a Montclair, NJ native, I have resided one block from Buzz Aldrin’s house for over 50 years. 

In October 2015, I arranged with the present owners for Buzz Aldrin to tour inside with media 

(https://www.nj.com/essex/2015/10/buzz_aldrin_tours_nj_childhood_home_photos.

html). In 2016, I helped lead a successful community advocacy campaign to change the name of 

Montclair’s Mount Hebron Middle School to “Buzz Aldrin Middle School” 

(https://www.nj.com/essex/2016/09/nj_school_renamed_in_honor_of_apollo_11s_bu

zz_aldr.html), securing major sponsorships, managing media outreach, and welcoming VIPs at 

the September 16, 2016 dedication ceremony attended by Buzz Aldrin and over 1,000 spectators. 
 

On September 24, 2020, I was recognized at the Montclair Historic Preservation Commission 

Awards as Montclair’s 2020 “Preservationist Of The Year” (https://patch.com/new-

jersey/montclair/montclair-residents-groups-earn-awards-safeguarding-history) for my 

many years of volunteer efforts in championing preservation as well as promoting local history. 
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1.2 The Home As Museum 
 

Whether preserved for its historical importance, architectural significance, or both, historic house 

museums have long been part of America’s cultural landscape, and over 15,000 now exist in every 

corner of the country, which is more than the total number of McDonald’s restaurants nationwide. 

 

Because historic house museums are actual, tangible, material objects from the past instead of 

abstracts in textbooks, they offer emotionally powerful settings which give a sense of immediacy 

and urgency to history. They also allow people to step back in time, feel in touch with something 

truly authentic, and provide rich and diverse educational environments for audiences of all ages. 

 

The Buzz Aldrin House offers a rare opportunity to simultaneously preserve an iconic, landmark 

building, commemorate a pivotal chapter of local history, and celebrate a monumental moment 

in human advancement. The impact of Buzz Aldrin’s incredible journey is still felt in Montclair 

today, and Buzz Aldrin Middle School reflects the pride the town has in its native son, who has 

been leveraging his epic experience for the collective good by advocating for science education, 

contributing technological discoveries and inventions, and encouraging further space exploration. 

 

Buzz Aldrin’s important formative years in his boyhood home and hometown of Montclair, NJ 

are considered to be the launching pad for his future career, and have remained touchstones for 

him throughout his life, as he consistently returns to Montclair to celebrate his achievements, 

connect with the community, and announce his future plans. As a museum, the house would be 

an ideal site for a permanent repository and physical representation of his many accomplishments. 

 

When a historic house is converted into a historic house museum, its function is changed from 

domesticity, lodging, and providing privacy, to community, engagement, and servicing the public. 

Because the Buzz Aldrin House is in a residential area, converting it into a museum would involve 

establishing operational standards to display sensitivity to surrounding neighbors. As there is 

nothing of historical significance outside of the house, it is envisioned that all on-site activity will 

take place indoors to minimize presence of outdoor spectators, and every effort would be made 

to schedule on-site visits by appointment and advance arrangement when possible. Such 

limitations also would allow Museum staff to provide the most personal, intimate, and individual 

experiences for visitors while maintaining the Museum in the very best standards of preservation. 

 

Museum-going currently is more popular than ever, with 850 million visits made each year to 

American museums, nearly double the combined attendance for all major league sports and theme 

parks. At historic house museums, average annual visitation rose nearly 14 percent between 2013 

and 2017. Across the entire museum industry, this steady stream of visitors supports more than 

726,000 jobs nationwide and contributes over $50 billion to the United States economy, 

representing an extremely vast and potentially rewarding market which can readily be tapped into. 
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“My childhood home in Montclair, NJ. I’d climb out 
the third floor and walk along the roof with a candle.” 

— Buzz Aldrin on Twitter, October 27, 2015 
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“A unique part of my youth was growing up with the park next to my house in 
Montclair. It was an integral part of my surroundings, my environment, my life.” 

— Buzz Aldrin reminiscing about Anderson Park 
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“It’s always great to come back. I have a lot of interesting stories from in there.” 
— Buzz Aldrin visiting his childhood home, October 27, 2015 
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1.3 Adaptive Reuse & Space Utilization 
 

Adapting and repurposing the Buzz Aldrin family homestead at 25 Princeton Place into a museum 

and interpretive center primarily will involve retaining historic integrity, restoring architectural 

details and design features, and retrofitting contemporary technology and adaptive reuse fixtures. 

 

Asset Condition 
 

A recent informal inspection by a local architectural and historic preservation expert revealed the 

house to be in generally good to excellent condition throughout, with only a few areas in need of 

upgrades, including kitchen facilities, basement storage, and electrical wiring system. Ventilation 

and climate control systems, accessibility features, and security/alarm/anti-theft equipment also 

will need to be installed. Attic area is unfinished and should be left in its present condition to 

preserve authenticity of rooms in which Buzz Aldrin spent much time as a youth. While there are 

several bathrooms on the second and third floors, a notable deficiency for public visitation is the 

absence of any bathrooms on the ground floor. However, it is anticipated that this can be modified 

with minor alterations to the kitchen area, which could easily accommodate at least one lavatory. 

 

Building Assessment 

 

Estimating scope, expense, and timeline of necessary retrofitting and modifications for public 

adaptive reuse requires a formal building assessment, including extensive structural examination 

and architectural evaluation of the existing house with a specific focus on mechanical equipment, 

electrical systems, plumbing, ventilation and climate control, windows and doors, fire alarms and 

extinguishers, and stairways, entrances, and exits, which will need to conform to current municipal 

and state safety codes. In the process of preparing this proposal, several expert, local structural 

engineers, historic restoration specialists, and adaptive reuse architects have been identified and 

would be ready to proceed immediately as soon as the funding for the Museum has been secured. 

 

Space Utilization 

 

Based on preliminary examination, first level floor plan is ideal for public visitation, with large, 

open, interconnected spaces, including living room, dining room, and sun room, which can 

accommodate wall-mounted electronic displays, freestanding exhibit display cases, shelving, 

tables, and chairs for small, on-site lectures and presentations. Second floor, with four large 

bedrooms, can house a period room, library/reading/research area, exhibit gallery, and office 

space for Museum staff. Third floor has three more bedrooms and can accommodate several 

additional period rooms and exhibit galleries. Attic should be preserved in its present state and 

filled with period furnishings, objects, and artifacts from Buzz Aldrin’s youth. Additional analysis 

by a museum design consultant is needed to maximize the house’s potential for public use by 

determining optimum space utilization including ideal circulation, flow, density, and wayfinding. 
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1.4 Review Of Similar Institutions 
 

In the process of identifying, conceiving, and structuring a suitable and viable model for Buzz 

Aldrin House Museum, a variety of established, similarly-themed, local and nationwide historic 

house sites and namesake tribute museums were examined and evaluated, providing information 

and insights into how these institutions have been created and are being successfully maintained. 

Hamilton House Museum (Publicly Owned Historic House) 
971 Valley Road 
Clifton, NJ 07013 
https://www.hamiltonhousemuseum.org/ 

Listed on the State and National Registers Of Historic Places, this museum was created in 1973, 

is owned by City Of Clifton and operated by Passaic County Department Of Cultural & Historic 

Affairs, and consists of a one and one-half story 18th century Dutch gambrel-roofed homestead. 

Representing over two hundred years of local history, the Museum invites visitors to imagine 

themselves living in the past by exploring Victorian, Federal, and Early American period rooms 

and engaging with historical reenactments by costumed educators. The Museum has 3 full-time 

staff members, offers school programs for grades 1 to 3, and presents history lectures for all ages, 

with members, patrons, and children under 6 admitted free. According to City Of Clifton FY 

2020 Proposed Municipal Budget, the Museum was allocated $45,000.00 in resources, the same 

amount as in FY 2019, to pay for operating contract with County Of Passaic. A New Jersey 

Historical Trust Preservation Grant of $25,312.00 also was received and matched locally in the 

amount of $8,438.00. The non-profit, tax-exempt organization Hamilton Van Wagoner House 

Restoration Association was founded in November, 1974 to support the Museum’s restoration. 

John & Annie Glenn Museum (Publicly & Privately Owned Namesake Tribute Museum) 
72 West Main Street 
New Concord, OH 43762 
http://johnandannieglennmuseum.org/ 

Listed on the National Register Of Historic Places, this historic site museum was created in 2001, 

is operated by Ohio History Connection, a 501(c)(3) statewide cultural organization and museum 

management service, and owned by Museum Association Of East Muskingum/John & Annie 

Glenn Museum Foundation, a privately funded, non-profit organization maintained by 

admissions, memberships, and donations and administered by a volunteer board. Consisting 

entirely of Astronaut and Senator John Glenn’s boyhood home, restored exactly as it was when 

he lived there until his enlistment in WWII, the Museum teaches American history by 

transporting visitors back in time to experience social, cultural, and political conditions of the 

Great Depression, WWII, and Space Race eras through historical reenactments by costumed 

educators, with teachers, group leaders, bus drivers, and children under 6 admitted free. In FY 

2018, the Museum received a $25,000.00 renovation grant from the Ohio State Capital Budget. 

Additional revenue is generated by sale of commemorative bricks in the Museum’s Friendship 

Garden Memorial Courtyard. Estimated attendance for the Museum is about 5,000 visitors a year. 
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Yogi Berra Museum & Learning Center (Privately Owned Namesake Tribute Museum) 
8 Yogi Berra Drive 
Little Falls, NJ 07424 
https://yogiberramuseum.org/ 

Located adjacent to Yogi Berra Stadium on the Montclair State University campus, this 8,200-

square-foot sports-themed facility honors the career and legacy of another of Montclair, NJ’s 

most famous residents. Created in 1998 by the non-profit Friends Of Yogi, which raised $2 

million in donations for its construction, the Museum is overseen by a board of trustees, employs 

5 full-time staff members, and presents inclusive, culturally diverse sports-based educational 

exhibits and programs. Collections consist primarily of Yogi Berra’s personal memorabilia, and 

programs range from school lessons to summer athletic camps, with guided tours also offered. 

The Museum collaborates with Montclair State University in presenting programs on sports and 

media, and each year hosts the Yogi Berra Museum Awards Dinner gala fundraising event. In FY 

2017, the Museum reported total assets of $9,526,785.00 and total revenues of $675,219.00, 

including $491,594.00 in contributions, gifts, and grants, $32,921.00 in membership fees, and 

$45,625.00 in event revenue. Also in FY 2017, the Museum reported total expenses of 

$964,255.00, of which $163,385.00 was for staff salaries and $57,413.00 was for fundraising costs. 

Kip’s Castle Park (Publicly Owned Historic House) 
22 Crestmont Road 
Verona, NJ 07044 
https://www.essexcountyparks.org/parks 
kips-castle-park 
Located on the border of Montclair and Verona townships, this historic 11-acre estate consists 

of a 9,000-square-foot, 30-room mansion, constructed in the early 1900’s to replicate a Medieval 

Norman castle, and a 6,000-square-foot, two-story carriage house. Purchased by Essex County 

in 2007 for $5.6 million, using funds from New Jersey’s Green Acres Program and the County’s 

Recreation And Open Space Trust Fund, the site opened as the 18th park in the historic Essex 

County Park System, the first county park system established in the United States, and is overseen 

by an appointed, twelve-member Advisory Board that provides input and guidance on 

maintenance, restoration, and public activities. Free community events, including Victorian Lawn 

Games, Summer Concerts, Movies Under The Stars, Halloween Haunting On The Hill, Winter 

Holiday Portraits, and Historic Holiday House Tours, are hosted on site by Essex County 

Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs. Future plans include establishing the 

property as a cultural resource center to support and promote arts activities throughout the region 

and provide meeting and event space for community groups and non-profit organizations. In FY 

2007, a $517,000.00 grant from New Jersey’s Green Acres Program was used to install signage 

and upgrade the front entranceway and driveway with new paving, lighting, and drainage. In FY 

2019, Essex County completed a $1.5 million project to repair the mansion’s roof and windows, 

install an outside ramp and wheelchair lift, and construct a new handicapped accessible bathroom 

on the first floor, making the building ADA compliant and accessible for visitors with disabilities.  
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2.0 INSTITUTIONAL VISION 

 

2.1 Educational Objectives 
 

A historic house becomes a museum when education is added and it is interpreted to audiences. 

Using narratives to give visitors a sense of the power of place, the museum explains why a historic 

house matters, what is unique about it, who was there, and what contexts and connections it has. 

The Buzz Aldrin House Museum is envisioned to be a hybrid of an archive/library with 

documents and artifacts, an interpretive center designed to educate and inform the public about 

Buzz Aldrin’s discoveries, life, and legacy, as well as a historic preservation site, preserving and 

publicly showcasing one of Montclair’s oldest, most historic, and architecturally significant homes. 

 

The Museum’s historical site concept is modeled after Thomas Edison National Historical Park 

(https://www.nps.gov/edis/index.htm), consisting of Edison’s Laboratory and Homestead 

in nearby West Orange, NJ, and operated by the National Park Service. Edison Park has preserved 

only the original buildings that existed in Edison’s time and has not added anything new or 

contemporary to the site. Similarly, it would be the intent of Buzz Aldrin House Museum to 

preserve only existing house and garage structures and not add any new construction on the site. 

 

Audiovisual elements include, but are not limited to, permanently installed, internet-connected 

video monitors throughout the house. Through this technology, the Museum would present 

vibrant, dynamic stories and experiences from Buzz Aldrin’s life and career. Rather than offering 

a comprehensive survey of space exploration or aerospace science, the Museum would showcase 

specific events and subjects which intersect with Buzz Aldrin’s most significant career milestones. 

 

Electronically recorded narratives, oral histories, and special presentations may be added or 

modified according to input from Buzz Aldrin as well as potential curatorial partners and content 

providers, including nearby institutions such as Montclair History Center 

(https://www.montclairhistory.org/home), Liberty Science Center (https://lsc.org/), 

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum (https://www.intrepidmuseum.org/), and New Jersey 

Aviation Hall Of Fame & Museum (http://www.njahof.org/), in which Buzz Aldrin is a 1980 

inductee and the subject of the Museum’s featured permanent exhibit, “Magnificent Desolation.” 
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2.2 Mission & Values 
 

To remind. Following enormous public enthusiasm generated by the renaming of Montclair, 

NJ’s “Buzz Aldrin Middle School,” the timing is ideal to build on this momentum by presenting 

an interactive, sensory, multimedia, historically immersive experience that situates Buzz Aldrin’s 

epic achievement within the context of contemplating the cosmos and our place in the universe. 

 

To teach. Inspiring future generations to follow in Buzz Aldrin’s footsteps by promoting the 

educational value and vocational importance of astronomy, aviation, aeronautics, and engineering 

is one of the most meaningful and impactful outcomes the Museum could achieve, through 

exhibits showcasing Buzz Aldrin’s scientific patents, inventions, and discoveries, and highlighting 

his continuing and evolving commitments to science education and technological advancement. 

 

To commemorate. The most fundamental objective is to preserve and commemorate Buzz 

Aldrin’s personal history and professional legacy by designating an iconic, landmark building as a 

physical monument and significant hometown tribute. Pioneers of this era of space travel are 

aging, so there is a need to preserve their stories. The Museum is a conduit for Buzz Aldrin to 

engage virtually with audiences who would view his stories and oral histories, bringing the 

experience of visiting the home of one of America’s first space pioneers into the multimedia age. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To guide the Museum’s institutional development, define its operating philosophy, and help to 

establish its relationship with its visitors, the following provisional mission statement is 

proposed: “Using the experiences of aerospace pioneer and American icon Buzz Aldrin, we seek 

to teach history, promote awareness and understanding of science, and encourage visitors to see 

themselves as the explorers of tomorrow. Through engaging exhibits and evocative 

programming reflecting Buzz Aldrin’s life and career, we connect visitors with aerospace history 

and provide opportunities for lifelong learning about the exploration of space. By sharing Buzz 

Aldrin’s scientific and technological contributions, we hope to inspire the next generation of 

astronauts, engineers, and scientists to make pioneering discoveries and to transform the future.” 

 

2.3 Buzz Aldrin Scholarships 
 

Encouraging, supporting, and investing in students who pursue science, engineering, and space 

studies is more important than ever. Considering that the next Buzz Aldrin may well come from 

Montclair, NJ, founding and funding annual, named scholarships at Buzz Aldrin’s alma mater, 

Montclair High School (https://mhs.montclair.k12.nj.us/), as well as his hometown’s major 

higher learning institution, Montclair State University (https://www.montclair.edu/), the 

second largest university in New Jersey, would be one of the most visionary, ambitious, 

meaningful, and socially impactful projects the Buzz Aldrin House Museum could accomplish. 
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“My hometown opened opportunities for me. If I could turn this key 

I would try and open up opportunities for all you young kids also.” 

— Buzz Aldrin, receiving the first-ever key to Montclair, NJ, June 2, 2013 

 

Such awards would serve as tributes to Buzz Aldrin’s career and achievements year after year, 

while simultaneously helping to identify and nurture new science and technology talent by 

providing deserving students with the financial assistance needed to complete their studies. 

Scholarship award amounts, selection process, and qualification criteria can be established by 

Buzz Aldrin and Museum leadership, while potential community partners Montclair Scholarship 

Fund (https://www.montclairscholarshipfund.org/) and Astronaut Scholarship Foundation 

(https://www.astronautscholarship.org/Astronauts/buzz-aldrin/) can manage donations 

and disbursements. “Buzz Aldrin Innovation Awards” also could be founded at his alma maters 

the Massachusetts Institute Of Technology (https://science.mit.edu/about/awards/) as 

well as the United States Military Academy At West Point 

(https://www.westpoint.edu/academics/student-excellence/clark-innovation-award). 

 

                                    
 

2.4 Buzz Aldrin Lecture Series 

 

Developing Buzz Aldrin House Museum in a metropolitan area that is home to so many major 

science centers, prolific aviation and military museums, and top research universities presents an 

ideal strategic opportunity for the Museum to serve as a catalyst and linchpin for further promoting 

Buzz Aldrin’s vision and values by establishing and presenting a namesake “Buzz Aldrin Space & 

Science Lecture Series.” Format would be modeled after the “John Glenn Lecture In Space 

History” presented at Smithsonian National Air And Space Museum 

(https://airandspace.si.edu/event-series/john-h-glenn-lecture-space-history) as well as 

the “John Glenn Distinguished Lecture Series In Earth & Planetary Sciences” presented at 

Muskingum University (https://www.muskingum.edu/administration/academic-

affairs/john-glenn-lecture), both featuring prolific astronauts, astronomers, and astrophysicists 

presenting complex contemporary scientific/technical topics to diverse audiences in dynamic ways. 
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Lectures would be presented off-site at physical venues of nearby, collaborating institutions, 

potentially including Montclair Public Library (https://montclairlibrary.org/), which in 2013 

hosted Buzz Aldrin discussing and signing copies of “Mission To Mars” and in 2019 hosted 

Montclair Township’s Apollo Moon Landing 50th anniversary celebration, Buzz Aldrin’s 

namesake Middle School (https://buzz-aldrin.montclair.k12.nj.us/), Liberty Science Center 

(https://lsc.org/), which Buzz Aldrin has visited often, and Montclair State University, 

(https://www.montclair.edu/physics-astronomy/), which in 2019 presented the lecture series 

“The Scientific Legacy Of Apollo” (https://www.montclair.edu/csam/journey-to-the-

moon/) commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Apollo mission and highlighting Buzz Aldrin.  

 

Such programing partnerships are increasingly common among local and regional organizations 

that complement each other in content, presenting an ideal opportunity for introducing the 

Museum to new audiences with already established interest in the subject matter. It is envisioned 

that Buzz Aldrin House Museum will select and financially sponsor speakers while cooperating 

institutions would provide event venues free of charge, coordinate ticketing, and produce all 

promotional, marketing, and advertising materials, prominently featuring Buzz Aldrin House 

Museum and/or Buzz Aldrin logos, brands, and corporate identities. The physical Museum and 

the remote, rotating lecture series would then synergistically promote and showcase each other, 

with both functioning to expand and enhance Buzz Aldrin’s name recognition and brand visibility. 

 

Additional off-site, thematically relevant programming can be arranged by establishing similar 

strategic partnerships with nearby cultural, government, and community organizations, potentially 

including the Montclair Film Festival (https://montclairfilm.org/), Montclair Art Museum 

(https://www.montclairartmuseum.org/), Essex County Department Of Parks, Recreation 

And Cultural Affairs (https://www.essexcountyparks.org/), Van Vleck House & Gardens 

(https://vanvleck.org/), and New Jersey Hall Of Fame (https://njhalloffame.org/), at which 

Buzz Aldrin is a 2008 inductee, fittingly in the same group as Thomas Edison and Albert Einstein. 

 

“Exploration is wired into our brains. If we can see 

the horizon, we want to know what’s beyond.” 

— Buzz Aldrin 
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3.0 INTERPRETIVE PLAN 
 

3.1 Collection Development 
 

Museumgoers have their own unique ways of engaging with exhibits and are expecting more 

interactive, multisensory experiences than in the past, so a variety of elements and approaches 

would be used to engage specific audience segments and reach people with different learning styles 

and interest levels. The Museum would be curated to provide visitors with an experience of 

stepping back in time as they enter, feeling transported into the eras of Buzz Aldrin’s life and 

career, beginning with his youth in 1930’s Montclair, continuing through his academic 

experiences, military service, and astronautical career, and concluding with his present day 

activities. This concept creates a flexible and decentralized experience in which engagement with 

exhibits can occur either through casual observation or physical interaction. Because the house 

contains no existing museum infrastructure (i.e. furnishings, fixtures, lighting, shelving, etc.) an 

adaptable, incremental, and evolving approach to exhibit and collection development is proposed. 

 

Collection Criteria 

Instead of a completed exhibit configuration, a provisional framework for developing collection 

themes and topics is recommended at this time to get the Museum off the ground. Collecting 

materials for museum display is a costly and complex process often involving obligations to care 

for objects in perpetuity, so the following criteria is recommended for evaluating relevance and 

suitability of anticipated acquisitions while also ensuring consistency with the Museum’s mission: 

 

1. Represents a milestone, achievement or turning point in Buzz Aldrin’s life or career 
2. Connects with the core audience of students, scientists, military & space enthusiasts 
3. Contributes to preserving/promoting interest in aviation, aerospace or local history 
4. Offers elements of historic importance, architectural significance, cultural relevance 

 

Contributes To Goals. The Museum exists to commemorate Buzz Aldrin’s personal and 

professional legacy, remind visitors of his contributions to aviation and space travel, and to teach 

audiences about this history. Acquisitions should be able to be used to support all of these goals. 
 

Relevance To Audience. Museum audience segments have diverse interest areas and different 

learning levels. New acquisitions should intersect with interests of at least one of these audiences: 
 

1. Montclair community especially families, teens, parents, seniors 
2. Academic community especially scholars, historians, professors 
3. Aviation community especially engineers, scientists, technicians 
4. Military community especially pilots, reserves, officers, veterans 

 

Preserves And Commemorates History. Primary acquisition consideration should be given to 

materials or stories at risk of becoming “lost” or forgotten. Rather than exhibiting narratives that 

are common knowledge, Museum should showcase lesser-known, yet equally significant history. 
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3.2 Exhibit Storylines 

 

The following exhibit models are proposed to establish the Museum’s narrative, convey the scope 

and scale of Buzz Aldrin’s achievements, and appeal to a diverse audience of visitors. Exhibits 

ideally should fit within one of these models and be consistent with its interpretive theme. Models 

may be modified as the project progresses, curatorial needs evolve, or visitor preferences change. 

 

Model I: “Shooting For The Stars” shows how Buzz Aldrin’s journey into 
space did not begin when he stepped aboard Apollo 11 in 1969. It began in 
Montclair, NJ the day he was born. Spanning 1930 to 1947, this model focuses 
on his formative years, tracing personal and educational experiences starting 
at Edgemont Elementary School, continuing at then-Mount Hebron/now 
Buzz Aldrin Middle School, and concluding at Montclair High School. 
Themes include “Moon Over Montclair,” “Are You The Next Buzz Aldrin?” 
 

Model II: “Fly Me To The Moon” presents Buzz Aldrin as a pioneer who 
pushed scientific exploration to interplanetary bounds. Spanning 1947 to 1969, 
this model focuses on his educational experiences at West Point, military 
career in United States Air Force, doctoral studies at Massachusetts Institute 
Of Technology, and NASA career through Apollo 11 lunar landing. Themes 
include “There’s No Place Like Space,” “So You Want To Be An Astronaut?” 
 

Model III: “The Sky Is Not The Limit” reminds us Buzz Aldrin is still 
passionately advocating for science education, fiercely championing further 
space exploration, especially human flight to Mars, and actively pursuing new 
adventures including scuba diving and exploring Antarctica. Spanning 1969 to 
present, this model focuses on the ongoing missions of an American icon and 
pioneer. Themes include “Making The Case For Space,” “Packing For Mars.” 

 

Through engaging environments and evocative displays featuring technology such as an immersive 

theater with video screens projecting footage of the moon landing, and an interactive control panel 

allowing visitors to play the role of flight director, audiences of would-be explorers will be invited to 

consider why we should travel to space and what it takes to get there, and the next generation of 

space pioneers will be inspired to look up at the stars and wonder how far they can go. Displays would 

be produced by museum exhibit design consultants, and related artifacts, including, but not limited to, 

aircraft, rocket, and space capsule models, can be cultivated by purchase or donation for permanent 

or temporary use from private collections, public institutions, or Buzz Aldrin’s personal archives. 
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3.3 Virtual Experiences 

 

Virtual engagement is highly valued by museumgoers, adds another dimension to on-site discovery 

and learning, and is essential in an era of social media and internet-driven experiences. Because of 

it limited size and small visitor capacity, it is envisioned that the Museum would offer substantial 

virtual experiences to enhance on-site museum-going, leverage its educational and institutional 

impact, and expand its presence, exposure, and visibility by connecting with a worldwide audience. 

 

The Museum would be accessible to visitors anytime and anywhere through a thematically rich, 

visually vibrant website featuring a hub of official Buzz Aldrin social media channels, a calendar 

of on- and off-site Buzz Aldrin events and engagement opportunities linked to related exhibits, 

and an interactive timeline tracing Buzz Aldrin’s scientific contributions connected with relevant 

Museum artifacts. Designed as a tool for displaying, projecting, as well as listening, the website 

also would include feedback mechanisms to facilitate dialogue and keep curators informed about 

how audiences are interacting with, and responding to, Museum content. Establishing institutional 

identity and creating public presence are top priorities for new start-up museums, so this site would 

be the first project component to be launched in the early phases of development in order to 

generate financial assistance, build community support, and ensure that the Museum evolves and 

adapts successfully in conjunction with future audiences, potential visitors, and new constituencies. 
 

The attention and imaginations of museumgoers can also be captured by adding interactive and 

multisensory effects to their on-site experiences through remarkably advanced and realistic 

technology such as animatronic reproductions of famous historical figures, produced by 

entertainment specialists Life Formations (http://lifeformations.com/service/animatronic-

figures/#gref), Sally Dark Rides (https://www.sallydarkrides.com/animatronics), and 

Garner Holt Productions (http://www.garnerholt.com/ghp-inc/products--

services/animatronics.aspx). Installing a Buzz Aldrin animatronic figure, modeled after the 

popular and well-received figure of aviation pioneer Charles Linbergh 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-GqqzCo-6w&t=36s) at San Diego Air & Space 

Museum, truly would make history come alive by enabling visitors to imagine a personal encounter 

with the Museum’s namesake, especially if Buzz Aldrin himself recorded the figure’s vocal effects. 

Additional animated figures could be incorporated to recreate Buzz Aldrin stepping onto the 

Moon’s surface and participating in astronaut training, as well as simulating a space flight to Mars. 
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3.4 Visitor Access & Navigation 

 

The Museum building already would be existing in its present form and is not intended to be 

dramatically altered except for minor interior modifications, so current conditions must be 

factored into planning visitor access, developing the floor plan, and arranging exhibits. Means of 

egress are limited to a single front/street-facing entrance as well as a single rear/yard-facing door, 

and these entry and exit ways must be left open and unobstructed with minimal or no exhibitry. 

Additionally, maximum occupancy calculations, fire extinguishing equipment/prevention 

systems, and safety plans with emergency lighting and exit pathways, must be developed by a 

licensed (PE) fire protection engineer. Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) access, including 

ambulation, hearing, seeing, and sensing, also must be offered for good hospitality, successful 

engagement, satisfied audiences, and compliance with federal, state, and municipal requirements. 

 

Site Plan 

Property lines along Parkside and Princeton Place are bordered by thick, tall hedgerows, but rear 

yard and driveway boundaries would require supplemental panel fencing or hedgerow plantings 

to ensure adequate privacy, buffer zones, and sound barriers for two nearby neighbors bordering 

the house to the East and the South. Museum sign should be located in left corner of front yard, 

behind and above hedgerow sightline, for visibility from Princeton Place and Parkside roadways. 

Yard and garden areas would be maintained “in the spirit of the original occupants,” potentially 

by volunteers from Friends Of Anderson Park (https://friendsofandersonpark.com/john-

charles-olmsted-a-brief-biography/), a Montclair, NJ-based conservancy group that has been 

recreating designs of famed landscape architect John Charles Olmsted to restore the historical 

panorama of Anderson Park, which is on New Jersey and National Registers Of Historic Places. 

 

Parking 

Buzz Aldrin House is located at an intersection of wide, two-way streets, Princeton Place and 

Parkside, which lead to, and border on, Anderson Park, respectively. Parking is permitted on East 

and West sides of Princeton Place with no time limit except overnight is prohibited. Parking also 

is permitted on North side of Parkside with no time limit except overnight is prohibited. Parkside 

has two on-street, designated handicapped parking spaces available, near eastern edge of 

Princeton Place crosswalk and one block away near western edge of Edgemont Road crosswalk. 

Parking is prohibited at all times on Parkside South side, from Princeton Place to Carteret Street. 
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4.0 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

        4.1 Gauging Interest & Inviting Participation 
 

Buzz Aldrin House Museum is envisioned to be an interconnected, synergistic, collaborative, 

community-focused institution which would contribute substantial cultural, communal, 

educational, and economic benefits to Montclair, Essex County, and New Jersey, and serve as a 

hub to connect communities of Buzz Aldrin enthusiasts worldwide. Accordingly, the Museum 

would engage with, listen to, and learn from diverse voices and perspectives to establish and 

maintain its community connections and create meaningful experiences for a variety of audiences. 

 

In gauging community interest, it is well documented from previous events that enthusiasm for 

Buzz Aldrin is high among Montclair residents. On September 6, 1969, 25,000 people, or half of 

Montclair’s population, attended “Return From The Moon” parade and “Buzz Aldrin Day” 

(https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1109&context=mo

ntclarion). More recently, on September 16, 2016, the dedication of Buzz Aldrin Middle School 

(https://www.nj.com/essex/2016/09/nj_school_renamed_in_honor_of_apollo_11s_buz

z_aldr.html) was attended by well over 1,000 spectators, with related fundraising events selling 

out. On July 20, 2019, Montclair’s Apollo 11 Moon Landing 50th anniversary celebration 

(https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/essex/montclair/2019/07/20/montclair-nj-

celebrates-hometown-hero-buzz-aldrin-apollo-11-50th-anniversary/1781166001/) attracted 

350 visitors to Montclair Public Library, with 350 more outdoors viewing model rocket displays. 

 

Creating a Buzz Aldrin House Museum automatically would tap into this already existing interest 

group and audience base, and expand it by cultivating, encouraging, and inviting community 

participation through multiple outreach channels, including making presentations at conferences, 

seminars, and trade shows, providing traveling exhibits for display in schools and libraries, and 

establishing strategic partnerships with youth, Rotary, VFW, and senior groups, as well as local 

organizations such as Friends Of Anderson Park (https://friendsofandersonpark.com/), a 

non-profit conservancy dedicated to the stewardship of adjacent Essex County-owned Anderson 

Park, and Montclair Society Of Engineers (https://montclairengineers.org/), the oldest multi-

disciplinary professional engineering association in the United States, meeting actively since 1924. 

 

As a strategy for creating goodwill and preempting/offsetting any nearby resident concerns 

regarding the project, it is recommended to give all of the approximately 80 households in the 

surrounding Oakcroft Historic Neighborhood (https://historicoakcroft.org/) free lifetime 

memberships in Buzz Aldrin House Museum. This investment in community relations will pay 

immediate dividends by instantly converting potentially skeptical/hesitant residents into 

institutional stakeholders, generating additional attention and positive public awareness for the 

project, and communicating that the Museum is welcoming and embracing its nearby neighbors. 
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4.2 Available Audience 
 

Resident Market 

Typically, the population within 25 miles (the Primary Resident Market) and 50 miles (the 

Secondary Resident Market) of a proposed venue forms the main audience and core group where 

visitation is drawn from, and also is the target market area for advertising, programming, 

community outreach, membership cultivation, and donor/volunteer development. The Museum’s 

core visitors are expected to come primarily from Montclair, NJ, with 38,000 residents and a central 

location in Essex County, New Jersey’s third-most populous county, with 800,000 residents. 

Montclair’s 10-mile proximity to New Jersey’s most populated city of Newark, with 290,000 

residents, and 15-mile proximity to New York City, the most populous city in the United States 

with 8,400,000 residents, brings the total regional population to 10 million. From this potential 

audience, the Museum’s visitors are expected to include people from all walks of life with diverse 

interests and perspectives, from toddlers and teenagers to millenials and seniors, as well as 

architects, aviators, engineers, historians, professors, researchers, scientists, scholars, and veterans. 

 

4.3 Market Segments 
 

General Interest Audiences 

A significant segment of Primary and Secondary Resident Markets are people with general interest 

in museums who are looking for interesting activities to do on any given day. These audiences may 

be grouped into families, friends, couples, and individuals, and potentially would visit the site on 

weekends, especially during the summer months, and particularly in May, September, and October. 

 

Special Interest Audiences 

The Resident Market audience also consists of people with specific interest in one or more of the 

site’s interpretive themes, such as astronomy, aviation, engineering, history, science, or technology. 

They would seek out the site by themselves, usually as individuals but sometimes in shared interest 

groups, i.e. astronomy clubs, engineering societies, etc. They may visit the site at many different 

times of the year, and tend to gravitate towards institutional membership if it was offered to them. 

 

Education Audiences 

The education market, including public, private, primary and secondary schools as well as colleges 

and universities, represents a core audience segment. Students and teachers would potentially visit 

on weekdays, especially in October, November, April, and May. Montclair, NJ’s school district has 

6,767 students and 565 teachers, and Montclair State University, the second largest university in 

New Jersey, has 16,687 students and 1,892 faculty. Both Montclair State University and Montclair 

Public Library offer adult education classes which visit sites of cultural and historical significance. 
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Travel Audiences 

The driving market for Montclair is the New York City metropolitan area, consisting of Northern 

New Jersey, New York State, and Connecticut, with a total of 20 million residents, or 6% of the 

United States’ population. Tourism in New Jersey reached record levels in 2019 with 116 million 

visitors spending $46 billion. Montclair also attracted more visitors following the opening of two 

new hotels, The George (https://www.thegeorgemontclair.com/) in 2018, and the MC 

(https://themchotel.com/) in 2019, with both guiding travelers to local cultural destinations. 

Essex County’s Anderson Park (https://www.essexcountyparks.org/parks/anderson-park), 

a 15-acre green space located across the street from the house and used for concerts, sports events, 

and art fairs, also attracts thousands of visitors from throughout New Jersey to the Montclair area. 

 

4.4 Diversity & Inclusion 

 

While the core mission of Buzz Aldrin House Museum is honoring Buzz Aldrin’s career and 

encouraging interest in science, it would be operated with an understanding that maintaining an 

environment of diversity, equity, and inclusion is vital to its viability, relevance, and sustainability. 

 

Developing the Museum in the cosmopolitan, multicultural environment of Montclair, within the 

equally cosmopolitan and multicultural Essex County and State Of New Jersey, presents an ideal 

opportunity for the Museum to reflect as much as possible the inclusive values and diverse 

perspectives of the surrounding community in its visitors, volunteers, exhibits, and programming. 

 

This may be accomplished by removing potential barriers to museum visitation, presenting 

programs that challenge existing perceptions, featuring community-created content, and bringing 

the Museum to the community. Potential exhibit themes include “The Women Of Apollo” and 

programming could involve partnering with the Montclair Film Festival to present Black History 

Month screenings of “Hidden Figures” as well as “Black In Space: Breaking The Color Barrier.” 

 

Additionally, knowing that systemic, institutional, and financial barriers have created disparities 

in access to educational and career opportunities in science, engineering, and aerospace, the 

Museum would support efforts that expand and enhance equitable entry into these fields for all. 
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5.0 ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 

 

5.1 Leadership & Governance 

 

Governing Authority 

As the first step in establishing a new museum, its founders must form a governing authority such 

as a Board Of Directors. That governing authority then hires a chief executive who takes 

responsibility for institutional development, including hiring staff, cultivating resources, and 

providing administrative oversight. Together, the governing board and chief executive define the 

institution’s mission, navigate its direction, and manage its resources.  For a historic house 

museum of this type, it is envisioned that relevant professional expertise of governing board 

members should include, but not be limited to, architecture, aviation, business, education, 

engineering, finance, government, preservation, science, and technology. Board responsibilities 

would include, but not be limited to, fundraising, community outreach, organizational planning, 

legal accountability, and financial oversight, and recruitment should not be limited by geography 

as technology now allows for remote governance. To ensure consistency of brand, content, vision, 

and strategy across platforms, Buzz Aldrin House Museum’s governing board should be 

connected through shared board members with all official Buzz Aldrin entities and enterprises 

including, but not limited to, Buzz Aldrin Ventures (https://buzzaldrin.com/new-connect/). 

 

Joint Governance 

If Buzz Aldrin House Museum is to be funded and operated by a public/private partnership 

similar to John & Annie Glenn Museum (https://ohiolha.org/best-practices/member-

spotlight-john-annie-glenn-historic-site/) in which governance is shared between two 

groups, i.e. municipal or state government and private institution or university, a formal operating 

agreement would be needed to establish roles, define relationships, and delegate responsibilities. 

 

Documentation 

To ensure legal compliance with statutory rules and recommendations of regulatory bodies, the 

Museum must obtain all necessary operating authorizations including, but not limited to, 

certificates, licenses, permits, and variances. To ensure ethical compliance with good governance 

standards, the Museum must develop all necessary operating documentation including, but not 

limited to, a mission statement, institutional plan, articles of incorporation or other founding 

documents enabling legislation, and by-laws or regulations under which the institution will be 

governed. If supporting organizations such as a foundation or friends group are created for the 

Museum, documentation of cooperation must be established through a memorandum of 

understanding or management agreement. The Museum also should have formal agreements 

outlining operating procedures, financial obligations, and delegation of authority for strategic 

relationships or promotional partnerships with external organizations or cooperating institutions. 
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5.2 Team Roles & Responsibilities 

Initially a core group of founders and sponsors should be designated as a leadership team to guide 

the project from proposal to development. Following its opening, it is expected that the Museum 

can be operated with 4 full-time staff members, including an executive director, curator, educator, 

and retailer. To increase operating efficiency, reduce bureaucracy, and save on staffing expenses, 

multiple related roles and responsibilities would be strategically combined in a single job function. 

 

Executive Director 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, accounting and administration, communications 

and community outreach, fundraising, operations and maintenance, staff and volunteer training. 

 

Curator/Content Expert 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, artifact organization and preservation, collection 

development, content evaluation and selection, exhibit design and production, historical research. 

 

Educator/Interpretive Guide 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, audience education and engagement, curriculum 

development, guest services, historical reenactments, public program planning and presentation. 

 

Retailer/Rental Manager 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, box office and cashier management, facility rental 

scheduling and supervision, merchandising and marketing, safety and security, vendor relations. 

 

Outsourcing 

Additional maintenance and operational needs such as housekeeping, landscaping, painting, and 

plumbing would be outsourced to facility services vendors on an as-needed, per-project basis, 

resulting in substantial savings on payroll and benefits expenses and equipment and supply costs. 

 

Volunteers 

Part-time graduate student workers and faculty advisers also could contribute curatorial and 

educational support to daily operations and special projects on a voluntary basis through 

cooperative agreements with local educational institutions such as Montclair State University 

(https://www.montclair.edu/history/). Their input would provide valuable expertise at no 

expense while helping connect the Museum with the University. Because Montclair, NJ is a very 

volunteer-oriented community with interest in architecture, education, and history, there is 

expected to be an enthusiastic response to recruitment, with institutions such as Montclair 

History Center (https://www.montclairhistory.org/) potentially helping cultivate candidates. 
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5.3 Timeline & Budget 

 

Timeline 

Pending successful fundraising, approval of all necessary permits, and favorability of overall 

conditions, the Museum should become operational within approximately 18 months and is 

expected to proceed from proposal to development and completion in the following four phases: 

 

Phase I: Development & Documentation. Expected to span 6 months, this 
phase involves finalizing building purchase, establishing fundraising 
organization, developing institutional documentation, recruiting governing 
board members, and retaining architectural and museum design consultants. 
 

Phase II: Restoration & Adaptation. Expected to span 6 months, this phase 
involves developing Museum website, launching publicity campaign, hiring 
Executive Director, recruiting volunteers, obtaining necessary permits and 
approvals, finalizing interior themes and layouts, fitting out building with 
fixtures and furnishings, and fabricating and installing exhibits and galleries. 
 

Phase III: Grand Opening. Expected to span 6 months, this phase involves 
finalizing fundraising, launching Museum website, selecting and purchasing 
Museum merchandise, recruiting and training additional staff and volunteers, 
previewing facility with donors and stakeholders, planning and executing 
grand opening ceremony and celebration, and starting to operate as projected. 
 

Phase IV: Beyond The Building. This phase involves branching out beyond 
physical Museum by establishing strategic partnerships with synergistic 
institutions, developing traveling exhibits for community outreach, launching 
scholarship program and lecture series, and planning for future sustainability. 
 

Budget 

Typically, smaller American museums such as historic houses, cultural conservancies, and 

preservation sites have annual budgets ranging from $100,000.00 to $500,000.00. Based on 

preliminary projections, it is estimated that the Museum initially could operate with an annual 

budget of approximately $290,000.00, well below operating expenses of other museums, cultural 

organizations, and educational institutions in the surrounding area. For this relatively small 

investment, Buzz Aldrin House Museum can make a far-reaching impact on future generations. 

 

The following capital and operating budget categories and amounts have been estimated based 

on incomes and expenditures typical of historic house museums and are provided as placeholders, 

subject to change when actual costs are calculated by expert consultants. Prior to opening and 

being able to generate revenue from admissions, memberships, store sales, and facility rentals, 

the Museum’s operating budget would consist of donated funds from public and private sources. 
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5.4 Funding & Revenue Sources 

 

Primary sources of museum funding are government grants, private donations, earned revenue, 

and investment income. Typically about 25 percent of a museum’s operating revenue is from 

government sources, with the majority from state and local governments, and only a small amount 

from the federal level. The largest share of museum operating revenue, about 38 percent, comes 

from private sector donors, defined as individual philanthropists, charitable foundations, and 

corporate sponsors, and these funds are often earmarked for specific exhibits or particular projects. 

The average American museum receives approximately 27 percent of its operating funds from 

earned income, defined as revenue from admission and membership fees, store sales, and facility 

rentals for private gatherings and ceremonial occasions. On average, museums receive nearly 12 

percent of revenue from investment income, usually through endowments that are invested in a 

range of securities and bonds intended to produce interest dividends. Prior to receiving any 

government grants, individual contributions, or corporate sponsorships, Buzz Aldrin House 

Museum should establish tax-exempt, non-profit status by incorporating as a 501(c)(3) institution. 

 

Museum Store 

Across the museum industry, stores have a median size of 1,000-square-feet and net median sales 

of $215,026.00, or $214 per square foot. In addition to functioning as significant revenue sources, 

museum stores should be extensions of an institution’s educational mission, offering an inspiring 

environment that evokes exhibit themes, continues the museum-going experience, and motivates 

visitors to capture memories and collect reminders of their museum outing by making purchases. 

 

House floor space is limited and must be prioritized for exhibits, so it is recommended to locate 

Buzz Aldrin House Museum Store in the detached garage, which measures approximately 20 feet 

by 20 feet, offers +/-400-square-feet of space, is located +/-60 feet from the house, and connects 

to the street by a driveway with 3 parking spots. Based on preliminary examination, garage is in 

good condition, so adaptive reuse requires only minimal interior renovations, including installation 

of ventilation and climate control systems, security/alarm/anti-theft features, and retail fixtures, 

shelving, and point of purchase areas. Existing doors need to be replaced with transparent glass 

entrance to provide ambient lighting and view from the street to capture attention and interest of 

pedestrian and automobile traffic, similar to Louis Armstrong House Museum 

(https://www.louisarmstronghouse.org/) store and welcome center, also situated in a garage. 
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Merchandising 

Merchandise selections should appeal to diverse audiences, focus on carrying through the 

Museum’s exhibits and experiences, and showcase Buzz Aldrin memorabilia. Proposed categories 

would include, but not be limited to, space-themed apparel and jewelry (crew shirts, flight jackets, 

military hats, solar system bracelets), media (books, posters, CDs, DVDs), toys (helmets, rocket 

models, planetarium projectors, space module tents), home goods (moon lamps, celestial bedding, 

galaxy pillows, NASA mugs), and branded souvenirs (key chains, magnets, ornaments, shopping 

bags). The Museum’s store also could provide an efficient and potentially profitable outlet for 

selling rare, collectible Buzz Aldrin artifacts, as well as items personally hand signed by Buzz Aldrin, 

which would command high prices and help increase revenue. In addition to its physical, on-site 

space, the Museum store would have a prominent e-commerce presence on the Museum website. 

 

 

        
 

 

Rentals 

Group tours and facility rentals generate much-needed revenue, introduce museum artifacts and 

exhibits to new and different audience segments, and cultivate connections with potential first-

time donors and/or volunteers who attend tours or private events as guests. Offering meeting 

space to local non-profits, community organizations, and civic groups also establishes contacts 

and relationships with the public, while expanding and enhancing a museum’s base of supporters. 

 

Tour groups would be limited in size due to the small capacity of the house, and available only by 

advance appointment at designated times of the day and days of the week to avoid any on-site 

crowding. Tours would be conducted by volunteer docents supervised by one full-time 

professional staff member who also would act as an educator or costumed historian when needed. 

 

Events including corporate retreats, board meetings, birthday celebrations, and social receptions 

can potentially be accommodated, but would be limited in size due to house capacity and 

scheduled only in off hours or periods when Museum is not conducting tours or receiving visitors.  

 

Due to Buzz Aldrin’s worldwide fame and celebrity status, it is already anticipated that there will 

be enormous interest from media including journalists, photographers, and filmmakers in 

conducting film, photography, or broadcast activities on-site at Buzz Aldrin House Museum. For 

requests involving documentaries, news broadcasts, commercial photography, or feature films, 

only the most non-intrusive projects would be considered, curated, and carefully supervised so as 

to avoid an excess of commercial vehicles or media equipment in the surrounding neighborhood. 
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6.0 CONCLUSION 

 

6.1 Return To Montclair 

 

On June 2, 2013, Buzz Aldrin once again visited his hometown to receive the first-ever key to 

Montclair during a small ceremony inside Montclair High School (https://patch.com/new-

jersey/montclair/montclair-hands-buzz-aldrin-key-to-town) at which Montclair Mayor 

Robert Jackson remarked “This is a small token to a native son of Montclair, a giant expression 

of awe, inspiration, gratitude and love for what you have done for this country.” Buzz Aldrin was 

further honored with a Montclair High School learning community renamed “Buzz Aldrin STEM 

(Science Technology Engineering Math) Academy,” a plaque at the school entrance recognizing 

him as a distinguished alumnus, and the original 1947 state championship trophy bearing his name. 

 

                      
 

Such recognition was no doubt deeply appreciated and gratefully accepted by Buzz Aldrin, even 

if it was overdue. During his visit, it was observed that “not until now, as Buzz Aldrin tours the 

country with his new book, ‘Mission To Mars,’ has he been duly recognized.” Buzz Aldrin turned 

90 on January 20, 2020, so his accomplishments, beginning with his time at the United States 

Military Academy At West Point and continuing to the present day, now span over seven decades. 

Following Buzz Aldrin’s 2013 visit to Montclair, there was discussion about exploring more 

ambitious, visible, and impactful ways to honor him, including renaming a school, erecting a statue 

or monument in a park, or starting a scholarship or grant program in his name. With the exception 

of renaming Buzz Aldrin Middle School, none of those other proposed tributes ever materialized. 

 

6.2 Summary 

 

Now there is an ideal opportunity for an ambitious and visionary private donor, government 

agency, or corporate sponsor to create an innovative, imaginative new institution that would be 

the ultimate and most definitive tribute to Buzz Aldrin. For a private donor or corporate sponsor 

with interest in aviation history or industry, this is an investment that will pay infinite educational 

dividends by inspiring countless audiences to think in new ways about our place in the universe. 

For a government agency with interest in conservation, this is a bold, strategic initiative to preserve 

historically important and culturally significant architecture and adapt it for public benefit and use. 
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The intrinsic value of 25 Princeton Place in Montclair, NJ is somewhere between the property’s 

2020 assessment of $810,300.00 and the current asking price of $1,049,000.00, but to a community 

and a constituency with an understanding and appreciation of the cultural and historical 

significance of the Montclair hometown hero’s childhood home, the value is priceless and beyond 

measure. For this reason, the homesteads of Buzz Aldrin’s NASA colleagues and contemporaries 

were long ago recognized as historic treasures and preserved as museums, similarly to the home 

sites and collected materials of Buzz Aldrin’s fellow 20th century American icons Bing Crosby 

(https://www.gonzaga.edu/student-life/arts-culture/crosby-museum), Elvis Presley 

(https://www.graceland.com/), Frank Sinatra (https://www.sinatrahouse.com/), and John 

Wayne (https://www.johnwaynebirthplace.museum/). This is not to suggest that Buzz 

Aldrin’s museum should be similar to Elvis Presley’s Graceland, but as a cultural phenomenon, 

Buzz Aldrin is to NASA and space travel what Elvis Presley, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, and John 

Wayne are to entertainment: a genuine, undisputed, instantly recognizable superstar. This alone is 

sufficient purpose to collect, document, commemorate, and exhibit Buzz Aldrin’s life and career. 

 

6.3 Acknowledgments 

 

It is my hope that this proposal will have Buzz Aldrin’s approval, appreciation, and participation. 

In my experience, if something is created with the best of intentions and the greatest passion and 

purpose, people respond positively to it. For giving me a sense of community, history, and identity, 

I express gratitude to my (and Buzz Aldrin’s) hometown of Montclair, NJ. I started on this path 

when Katie Severance asked me to join her “Montclair Man On The Moon” committee, which is 

one of the best volunteer experiences I have ever had, thanks to her incredible leadership. Much 

gratitude goes to Montclair Historic Preservation Commission Chair Kathleen Bennett, whose 

deep appreciation of art and architecture gave me new insight about how historic houses can 

impact their community. Lisanne Renner is a selfless, tireless community volunteer whose 

generous advice and supportive assistance made this proposal possible. Dante Centuori and I 

worked at Liberty Science Center 25 years ago, when he safely ran thousands of volts of electricity 

through himself demonstrating a Tesla coil. Now he is Executive Director of Neil Armstrong Air 

& Space Museum and I am so grateful he shared his wisdom and experience with me. Shea Oakley, 

former Executive Director of New Jersey Aviation Hall Of Fame And Museum, is one of the 

nicest colleagues I ever had, and one of the finest aviation experts I know. Prof. Jane Gaines, my 

teacher at Duke University, now at Columbia University, inspires me in so many ways, and if this 

proposal is articulate, it is because she taught me the fine arts of good writing and critical thinking. 

Finally, love and thanks to my family, whose patience, understanding, and support has no limits. 

They are my greatest inspiration, offering reassurance and encouragement that I can do whatever 

I put my mind to, and without them, I would not have moved to Montclair and lived one block 

from Buzz Aldrin’s house. I was first introduced to the marvels of architecture in the World Trade 

Center office of my father, architect Tonu Vanderer, and this proposal is dedicated in his memory. 
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6.4 Speaking Personally 

 

This essay by Montclair resident and Buzz Aldrin admirer Dorothy S. Messer appeared in The 

New York Times on July 29, 1979 (https://www.nytimes.com/1979/07/29/archives/new-

jersey-weekly-speaking-personally-when-a-spaceman-on-the-eagle.html), the 10th 

anniversary of the history-making Apollo 11 moon landing. It speaks for itself, needs no 

introduction or explanation, and is included in support of the concepts expressed in this proposal. 
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